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CATHOLIC MEN’S CONFERENCE 

 First Annual 
Catholic Men’s 
Conference a 
Huge Success. 

Due to the prayers of 

over 40 religious groups 

around the country, the 

generous donation of 

volunteer time, talent, 

and treasure, and the 

providential guidance of 

the Holy Spirit, over 500 

men attended the First 

Annual Men’s 

Conference at St. 

Joseph Church.  Braving 

the ice and snow, men 

traveled from all over 

Oregon, California, and 

even Texas to join 

together for prayer, 

fellowship, and faith 

enrichment.  Presentatio

ns were given by 

Archbishop Alexander 

Sample, Jesse Romero, 

Fr. Theodore Lange, 

Deacon Harold Burke 

Sivers, Karl Olson, and 

Fr. Donald Calloway 

which focused on a 

theme of God’s call for 

all men to pursue 

holiness through daily 

prayer and service of 

others.  Spiritual 

warfare, the daily battle 

against sin and 

temptation, by 

receiving the 

Sacraments, fasting, 

and praying the rosary 

was another powerful 

message that touched 

the hearts of all the 

men that were in 

attendance.  The next 

conference, hoping to 

take place in the Fall of 

2017, is currently being 

planned and brought to 

our Lord in prayer.   



 

Celebrating the Solemnity   
of the Epiphany of our Lord 

Top 10 Things to Know 
1. On January 8th we celebrate the 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of our Lord 

when we recall the three wise men or 

Magi, who visited the Holy Family. 

2. “Epiphany” means ‘revelation’ or 

‘manifestation’.  God, in Jesus Christ, 

reveals to the world His infinite love, 

healing compassion, and over-flowing 

mercy. 

3. To the shepherds, God send the angels 

to proclaim the birth of Christ.  To these 

men, who were stargazers, he sent the 

sign of a magnificent star.  God will also 

send us signs os His love and presence 

in our daily lives: our spouse, our 

children, the beauty of nature, and the 

comfort of friends are all signs pointing 

us to an awareness of God’s compassion 

and intimate closeness in our lives. 

4. The Magi give us a great example to 

follow as disciples of Jesus Christ.  They 

were on a journey of seeking for 

answers.  God gives us our lives to give 

us an opportunity to look for him, and 

discover the answers which will satisfy 

the greatest desires of our hearts.  Jesus 

tells us, ‘ask and you shall receive, seek 

and you shall find, knock and the door 

shall be opened for you’ (Mt 7:7). 

5. Two thousand years ago, traveling in the 

holy land was wrought with difficulty and 

challenge.  Our journey of life as Jesus’ 

follower WILL be challenging.  Jesus 

calls us to embrace our cross and follow 

him.  Whether we face physical or mental 

illness, financial struggles, or unjust 

discrimination for being faithful to Christ 

and His Church’s teachings, God will 

bring goodness through every challenge 

we face. 

6. King Herod, caring only for his power, 

treasures, and reputation and who 

wishes to kill the Christ child, presents a 

lie to three wise men.  The devil, caring 

only about himself, wishes to kill our 

spiritual lives by presenting us a lie as he 

tempts us towards self-centeredness, the 

false trinity of me, myself, and I. 

7. The wise men GIVE the holy family gifts 

of gold (symbolizing kingship), 

frankincense 9symbolizing divinity and 

priesthood), and myrrh (symbolizing 

death and resurrection).  Our 

celebration of Christmas and 

remembering the wise men helps us 

to focus on our goal as Christians: 

GIVING. 
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  8.  The wise men show us who to give to:  

God and to those He loves (Mary and 

Joseph).  We, as Christians, possess and 

own nothing, but, rather, we are given the 

responsibility of being stewards or managers 

of God’s blessings.  As stewards we are 

called to use our treasures for God’s 

purposes by giving to God and others. 

 

9.  What do Christians give and how?  Time, 

talent, treasure, fertility, occupation, 

marriage/family (to name a few) are all gifts 

given to us by God , and we are called to 

offer these back to Him in sacrificial giving to 

others.  Time is given back to God in prayer.  

Talent is given back to God by serving 

others in need.  Treasure is given back to 

God by giving to the Church and to the poor.  

Fertility is given back to God by remaining 

open to life, welcoming children, and raising 

them to love God and His Church.  Our 

occupations can be given to God by our 

diligent and honest work and by leading co-

workers to Christ through our example and 

words.  Our marriage and family can be 

given back to God by our putting our spouse 

and children’s wants and needs before our 

own.  By giving, we experience true joy in 

this life and eternal reward in the next.  How 

are these gifts given?  Jesus teaches us by 

his example on the cross, to give 

unconditionally, without expecting anything 

in return.   

  

 

 

 

10. The wise men, having encountered and 

experienced the presence of Jesus, 

return home by a different route to avoid 

King Herod.  We, who have encountered 

God’s mercy and forgiveness, turn away 

from our former lives of selfishness and 

sin, and we embark on a new journey of 

growing in holiness.  This new, life-long 

journey is guided by faith, strengthened 

by hope, and empowered and ever-

renewed by divine love. 


